
Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________    Social Studies 8 
 

 

WORLD WAR I:  THE “HOMEFRONT” 
 
 

1.  How do you think life on the homefront (at home in the U.S.) changed as a result of the U.S. 

joining World War I?  What role did do you think WOMEN played in these changes at home?  Explain.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To convince Americans at home to join the war effort, the U.S. government used propaganda.  
Propaganda is the spreading of ideas – often biased or one-sided – to support or oppose an idea.  Some 
examples of propaganda include posters, songs, movies, pamphlets, speeches and poems. 
 
Match each poster below with the method used to help the war effort… 

 

  

___ Victory Gardens – families planted gardens at home so that soldiers overseas would have 
more food available. 
 
___ Rationing – food and other items were conserved (ex - “wheatless Mondays” and “meatless 
Tuesdays”) 
 
___ Liberty Bonds – by buying bonds, American citizens lent money to the government to help pay 
for the war.  Americans would get the money back, plus interest, after a set number of years. 
 

2. How are these posters intended to make Americans feel?  How are images used to bring out these 

feelings? Give specific examples. _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Why do you think the Selective Service Act (draft) was needed during World War 1? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A propaganda song… 

 
 
 
4. How does this song try to make you 
feel about helping the war effort? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Write two lines from the song which 
try to convince Americans to feel the 
way you do above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Do you think this song was effective 
propaganda?  Why or why not? 
 

“Over There” 
Words & Music by: George M. Cohan 

 

Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your gun, 

Take it on the run, on the run, on the run, 

Hear them calling you and me; 
Every son of Liberty 

Hurry right away, no delay, go today, 
Make your daddy glad to have had such a lad 

Tell your sweetheart not to pine, 

To be proud her boy's in line. 
 

Chorus: 

Over There, Over There 
Send the word, send the word,  

Over There 
That the Yanks are coming,  

The Yanks are coming, 

The drums rum tumming everywhere 
So prepare,  

Say a Prayer 
Send the word, 

Send the word to beware 

We'll be over, we're coming over. 
And we won't be back till it's over, over there! 

 

Johnnie get your gun, get you gun, get your gun, 
Johnnie show the Hun, you're a Son-of-a-Gun, 

Hoist the flag and let her fly 
Like true heroes do or die 

Pack your little kit, show your grit, do your bit, 

Soldiers to the ranks from the towns and the tanks, 
Make your Mother proud of you and to Liberty be true. 

 
Chorus: 

Over There, Over There 

Send the word, send the word,  
Over There 

That the Yanks are coming,  
The Yanks are coming, 

The drums rum tumming everywhere 

So prepare,  
Say a Prayer 

Send the word, 

Send the word to beware 
We'll be over, we're coming over. 

And we won't be back till it's over, over there! 

Selective Service Act 
All young men, between ages 21-30, must register for the military draft. 
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